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Minutes of the Extra Ordinary Meeting of Locking Parish Council
held on 22 September 2026 at 19:00 at Locking Parish Hall


Meeting opened: 19:00						Meeting closed: 19:58

Present: 	Cllr Paul Jones (Chair), Cllr Joe Smith, Cllr Ian Hilder, Cllr Pete Lacey, Cllr Tess Poynton and Cllr Wendy Ashdown

In attendance: Clerk, District Cllr Williams Jones and one member of the public

Absent: 	Cllr William Bearsby
	Cllr Paul Schofield

269) Public participation

District Councillor William Jones (Reform UK) introduced himself following his recent election as the representative for the Hutton and Locking Ward on North Somerset Council. He advised Members that he was in his second week of office and expressed his wish to work closely with the Council. Cllr Jones invited Members to contact him should they require any assistance and confirmed that his contact details would be circulated.

Cllr Jones also outlined the process for calling in planning applications. He explained that the Chair and Vice-Chair discuss the application with the Planning Officer and determine whether it should be referred to the Planning Committee for consideration. Reference was made to Planning Application 26/P/0536/OUT - Land North Of Banwell Road North Of Elborough Village Hutton / Locking.

	270) 
	To receive apologies for absence and to approve reasons where appropriate

Cllr Carl Prosser - APPROVED


	271) 
	To receive declarations of interest by councillors and to consider any written applications for dispensations.

None received.


	272) 
	To receive and consider a quotation for the installation of CCTV camera(s) at the car park

Members were advised that the Working Group had been considering options for the installation of CCTV cameras at the car park. Members agreed that improving security at the site was important.
It was reported that investigations undertaken by Cllr Jones had identified that the existing camera system was not of a suitable standard.

A quotation was received from North Somerset Council’s contractor, Select Electrics Ltd for the installation of CCTV equipment at a cost of £2,935.82 excluding VAT. The proposed camera would be located adjacent to the changing room and provide coverage of the entrance gate. Members noted that the necessary ducting works had already been completed. It was further noted that consideration could be given to the installation of an additional camera(s) at a later date, subject to budget availability.

Resolved to accept the quotation from Select Electrics Ltd at a cost of £2,935.82 excluding VAT.


	273) 
	To receive and consider a quotation for the monitoring of CCTV at the car park

Members considered a quotation received from North Somerset Council for live CCTV monitoring on a 24 hours a day, 365 days a year basis at a cost of £1,900 per annum for a 3-year contract. Members noted there is £23,000 in earmarked reserves for this project and there is the risk of exceeding this budget.

Resolved to proceed with the proposal and requested that the Clerk seek any available pricing concessions from North Somerset Council before implementation.


	274) 
	To receive and consider a quotation for internet installation at the car park

Members considered a quotation from the Council's current telecommunications provider, Focus Group, for the provision of a full fibre internet connection. The quotation includes the full fibre internet connection, router, installation costs and all associated setup costs at a charge of £45 per month for a 36-month contract.

Members noted that the proposal represented a cost saving when compared with the current SIM-based solution and was expected to provide a more reliable internet connection for the Council's operations.

Resolved to accept the quotation from Focus Group.


	275) 
	To consider the car park agreement with Locking Primary School

Members discussed the use of the car park, noting that it is regularly used by school staff, parents and members of the public. It was noted that the school is taking reports of security issues very seriously.

Resolved to keep existing arrangements and agreement in place with an extension until the electric gates have been installed and are operational and if required introduce a simplified agreement once the electric gates are in place.


	276) 
	To discuss the Chair's role

The Chair provided an overview of the role, responsibilities and workload associated with the position, including being line manager to the Clerk, having meetings with contractors, working groups and residents, and supporting the effective operation of the Council.
Members noted the update.


	
	PART 2
Exclusion of press and public. (The Council is recommended to resolve that members of the press and public be excluded from the meeting during consideration of the agenda item/s below by reason of the confidential nature of the item/s of business to be transacted, in accordance with section 1 (2) of the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960.


	277) 
	To receive and consider the Clerk's recommendation following the probationary review of the Clerk's Assistant.

Members noted the Clerk’s Assistant successful probationary period and positive contribution to the Council. Resolved to accept the Clerk’s recommendation and agree the appointment on a permanent basis.


	278) 
	To consider and approve the Society of Local Council Clerks (SLCC) membership for the Clerk’s Assistant and authorise the associated expenditure

Members noted the importance of investing in staff training and development to support employees in their roles and promote the effective delivery of Council services.

Resolved to approve the Clerk’s Assistant's annual membership with SLCC and authorise the associated costs. 


	279) 
	To review and consider the revised job descriptions for the Parish Orderly and Parish Orderly Assistant

Members noted the need to update the job descriptions and the consultation undertaken with the Parish Orderly and Parish Orderly Assistant. Resolved to accept and adopt the revised job descriptions.


	280) 
	To implement the National Joint Council for Local Government Services (NJC) Pay Award 2026/27 and authorise payment of back pay to 1 April 2026

Resolved to seek advice on whether staff within their probationary period are entitled to the pay award and back pay and if it is at the discretion of council to go ahead and implement, with payment being made in September 2026.


 

There being no further business the Chair closed the meeting at 19:58



Signed (Chair): _______________________________		Date: 22 September 2026



The next meeting of Locking Parish Council will be held on 1 October 2026 at 19:00
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