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Minutes of the meeting of Locking Parish Council
held on 3 September 2026 at 19:30 at Locking Parish Hall


Meeting opened: 19.30								Meeting closed: 21:30

Present: 	Cllr Paul Jones (Chair), Cllr Joe Smith, Cllr Paul Schofield, Cllr Ian Hilder, Cllr Pete Lacey and Cllr William Bearsby

In attendance: Clerk and District Cllr Mike Solomon

Absent: 	Cllr Tess Poynton 
	243) 
	Public participation – None received


	244) 
	a. District Councillor report – Cllr Mike Solomon was shocked and saddened by the death of Cllr Terry Porter.

The Council was advised that a recommendation has been put forward for a three-member District Council ward comprising Locking, Hutton and Bleadon from April 2027. Cllr Solomon confirmed that the by-election will proceed. However, the successful candidate will only serve for six months before the next scheduled elections.

LPC has submitted objections to the two planning applications affecting Locking (Elm Grove and Land North of OBR & Elborough Village). Cllr Solomon agreed to investigate these matters further.

A high volume of pothole reports continue to be received. Whilst the online reporting portal is not considered particularly user-friendly, reported defects are generally being actioned. Residents are encouraged to report issues, as intervention by a district councillor cannot take place until a report has been submitted.

Anti-social behaviour within Parklands remains a concern, although this reflects wider issues experienced elsewhere. It was noted that police resources and powers are limited.

The recent fire at the Locking Farm Industrial Estate was described as a serious incident and remains under investigation.

An update was provided on the proposed 20mph speed limits. It was noted that there is currently a backlog of schemes and progress is slow.

Concerns continue to be raised regarding parking issues on Laney's Drove, particularly vehicles parking on the road and restricting access for larger vehicles, including caravans. The Highway Authority is generally reluctant to install double yellow lines.

Cllr Solomon left at 19:38

b. Neighbourhood police report for August – Noted

c. CPRE – None received

d. Locking Parklands Stakeholders - None received


	245) 
	Apologies for absence and to approve reasons where appropriate

Cllr Carl Prosser – APPROVED   
Cllr Wendy Ashdown – APPROVED


	246) 
	To note resignation of Cllr Kimberly Shepherd
Noted and Council resolved for the Chair to write to Kimberley to thank her for her service.


	247) 
	To receive declarations of interest by councillors and to consider any written applications for dispensations. 

Cllr Smith declared a Disclosable Pecuniary Interest in Agenda Item 19 (To consider a proposal for the provision of refreshments for users of the playing field and agree any next steps) as the applicant is their spouse. Cllr Smith left the meeting during consideration of the item and took no part in the discussion or vote.


	248) 
	Minutes

a. [bookmark: _Hlk49173480]To receive and confirm the minutes of the council meeting held on 2 July 2026
Council resolved to approve the minutes as a true and correct record of the meeting. Signed by the chair.

b. To note the draft minutes from the Assets and Amenities Committee meeting held on 16 July 26.
Noted

c. To note the draft minutes from the Finance and Human Resources Committee meeting held on 16 July 26.
Noted


	249) 
	Finances

a. To retrospectively approve monthly receipts and payments for July 2026
Council resolved to retrospectively approve the receipts and payments.
Signed by Cllr Bearsby. Appendix 1

b. To approve the bank reconciliation and note the Unity Trust statements for June and July 2026
It was noted that June had been inadvertently omitted from the agenda. Members reviewed the bank reconciliations and Unity Trust bank statements for June and July 2026, and resolved to approve both months.
Signed by Cllr Bearsby. Appendix 2

d. To review expenditure against budgets from 1 April to 31 July 2026
Council reviewed and resolved to approve the budgetary control.
Members noted that the Insurance and TV Licence cost codes had been transferred from the Assets and Amenities cost centre to the General Account cost centre to better reflect the nature of the expenditure. Signed by Cllr Bearsby. Appendix 3

e. To approve the addition of the Clerk’s Assistant as an online user on Unity Trust Bank Council resolved to agree the addition of the Clerk’s Assistant. Cllrs Jones, Schofield and Bearsby signed the mandate form.


	250) 
	Chairman’s Report

Welcome to tonight’s full Parish Council Meeting, I trust that you have all enjoyed the August break.

During July and August, Councillors attended many meetings with contractors and sadly 2 funerals.  On behalf of Locking Parish Council the Clerk and I gave our condolences with cards and bouquets to the families of Terry and Elfan.

On 17 July 2026, Councillors met with our electrical contractor, Principal Electrical Services, to discuss our electrical requirements if the installation of an electric gate at the entrance to the Old Banwell Road Car Park were to go ahead.

Later that week, Councillor Ashdown and I represented Locking Parish Council at the funeral ceremony of Cllr Terry Porter, which was held at St Mary’s Church, Hutton.  The funeral was very well attended by many people paying their respects.

On 24 July 2026, Councillors from the OBR playing field and car park Working Group met with AJ Electric Gates.  The meeting was beneficial in that we were able to clarify our electrical requirements for the installation of an electric gate should they be installed.  We also discussed increased security (CCTV) needs at that location.

On 30 July 2026, Councillors also met with Mr Matt Hawkins, Senior ASB Manager, from North Somerset Council at the Nurse Thomas Suite.  Again, this meeting was good as we were provided with information about local Public Space Protection Orders and proposed NSC enforcement action in addressing increased reported ASB in the Parish.  Further details will be provided in due course.

On 18 August 2026, Councillors from the OBR playing field and car park Working Group met with Mr Jim Stanbury, CCTV & Community Response Manager, from North Somerset Council in order to identify future enhanced CCTV needs.  We are awaiting a quotation for the oversight and management of our car park CCTV camera footage.

On 20 August 2026 Councillors from Locking Parish Council attended the funeral ceremony of Ex Parish Councillor Elfan Ap Rees which was held at Weston-super-Mare Crematorium.  Many attended the service which was followed by a wake at the Helicopter Museum, a helicopter fly past took place in memory of Elfan.

Earlier this week the Clerk and Councillors visited North Somerset Council’s CCTV monitoring centre where we were provided with an understanding of its monitoring capabilities.  

Councillors, the next couple of months are very busy times for Kelly and Natalie especially with their work in identifying the precept and ensuring proposed budgets for 2027 are appropriate and can support any increase in the precept figure.  I would ask that Councillors limit visits to the office during this period unless it is really important and/or urgent thus allowing our staff time to deliver this important work.  

The Staff Working Group need to meet as soon as possible; I would be grateful if Councillors involved can provide their availability to me for us to meet up.


	251) 
	Planning

a. 26/P/1215/AOC - 24 Grenville Avenue - Request to discharge the BNG (Biodiversity Net Gain) condition on application 25/P/1917/FUL. NOTED
b. 26/P/1469/ADV - 4 - 6 Cranwell Road - Retrospective advertisement consent for a non-illuminated Fascia sign (2460mm x 950mm) displaying the name of the company within the office block. NOTED
c. 26/P/1470/AOC - Phase 8 And 10 Locking Parklands, Locking Moor Road - Request to discharge condition 12 (proposed signs and lines for an internal speed of 20mph) on application 24/P/1818/RM. NOTED
d. 26/P/1593/MOD - Locking Parklands, Locking Moor Road - Modification of Section 106 legal agreement dated 16/07/20215 relating to planning permission 13/P/0997/OT2 to:  amend so that the Affordable Rent units can be delivered as Social Rent units with rent charged at 105% of Target Rents; amend so that the Shared Ownership rents can be charged at 2.75% of the retained equity; remove the restriction requiring for the Shared Ownership dwellings to be sold at no more than 40% of open market value; clarify that Shared Ownership purchasers may staircase to 100%; remove all references to Help to Buy South; remove any restrictions preventing Affordable Rent tenants from excessing their right to acquire and right to Shared Ownership; amend the requirement for Affordable Rent units to be retained in perpetuity; amend the provisions relating to Recycled Capital Grant Fund Receipts so that any recycled capital grant receipts may be applied solely within the Council's administrative area; insert a provision confirming that the non-Affordable Housing obligations should not bind the Registered Provider or their mortgagees and insert a provision confirming that the Affordable Housing obligations shall not bind: Purchasers who have staircased to 100% ownership; Those exercising the Right to Buy, Right to Acquire or Right to Shared Ownership; Their mortgagees; or Successors in title. NOTED
e. 26/P/1579/NMA - Land South Of Somerset Avenue - Non material amendment to application 21/P/1220/RM (Reserved matters (appearance, landscaping, layout and scale) for 425 residential dwellings (Use Class C3), 300 sq m commercial floorspace (Use Class E), along with associated open space and landscaping, including discharge of conditions 3 (Reserved Matters), 11 (access for rhyne/watercourse maintenance), 13 (foul water disposal), 14 and 15 (hard and soft landscaping), 16 (landscape management plan), 17 (tree protection fencing), 20 (detailed highways plans), 23 (landscape ecological management plan), 24 (dark vegetated corridor), 25 (ecological constraints plan), 30 (energy strategy), 31 (finished levels), 32 and 33 (materials samples), 34 (boundary enclosures) and 35 (service equipment) associated to outline planning permission (ref. 16/P/2758/RG4 amended by 20/P/0692/NMA). To allow for updates to boundary treatments on spine road and Embleton at Plot 150 (to make a mirror image of the currently approved plot). NOTED
f. 26/P/1729/MOD - Locking Parklands, Locking Moor Road - Modification of Section 106 legal agreement dated 16/07/20215 relating to planning permission 13/P/0997/OT2 to:  amend so that the Affordable Rent units can be delivered as Social Rent units with rent charged at 105% of Target Rents; amend so that the Shared Ownership rents can be charged at 2.75% of the retained equity; remove the restriction requiring for the Shared Ownership dwellings to be sold at no more than 40% of open market value; clarify that Shared Ownership purchasers may staircase to 100%; remove all references to Help to Buy South; remove any restrictions preventing Affordable Rent tenants from excessing their right to acquire and right to Shared Ownership; amend the requirement for Affordable Rent units to be retained in perpetuity; amend the provisions relating to Recycled Capital Grant Fund Receipts so that any recycled capital grant receipts may be applied solely within the Council's administrative area; insert a provision confirming that the non-Affordable Housing obligations should not bind the Registered Provider or their mortgagees and insert a provision confirming that the Affordable Housing obligations shall not bind: Purchasers who have staircased to 100% ownership; Those exercising the Right to Buy, Right to Acquire or Right to Shared Ownership; Their mortgagees; or Successors in title. NOTED


	252) 
	To review the public consultation results for electric gates at the Old Banwell Road car park, receive any updates from the working group and agree next steps
Members reviewed the results and expressed disappointment at the low level of participation (38 responses) but were satisfied that appropriate consultation had been undertaken. Appendix 4
Resolved to proceed with the installation of electric gates by AJ Electric Gates & Automation Ltd totalling £18,592 plus VAT.

Members considered the quotation from Principal Electrical Services for the associated electrical works and resolved to accept the quotation of £420 plus VAT and authorise the expenditure.


	253) 
	To review the public consultation results for the Looking at Locking newsletter and agree future arrangements
Members reviewed the results and expressed disappointment at the low level of participation (53 responses) but were satisfied that appropriate consultation had been undertaken. Appendix 5
Resolved to continue producing three editions per year (Spring, Summer and Autumn/Winter) and deliver to every residential property in the parish.


	254) 
	To review the public consultation results for the Mendip Rise one way system and agree any action
Members expressed disappointment at the low level of public participation (71 responses) but were satisfied that appropriate consultation had been undertaken. 
Members reviewed the consultation findings, which indicated limited support for returning to two-way traffic. Members noted that the findings suggest efforts should instead focus on improving compliance and safety within the existing traffic management arrangements. Appendix 6

Resolved that no further action is required by the Parish Council at this time. The consultation findings will be shared with the Highways Department and the Police Community Support Officer (PCSO) for their information and consideration.


	255) 
	To receive an update from the Anti-Social Behaviour and Public Space Protection Orders (PSPOs) meeting with North Somerset Council and to consider LPC’s participation in the proposed scheme
Resolved to express continued interest in the scheme, with a final decision to be made once full details and finalised costs are available.


	256) 
	To receive and consider the cost proposal for participation in the North Somerset Council Highways Together Scheme and determine whether to participate
Resolved to express continued interest in the scheme, with a final decision to be made upon receipt of the full details and finalised costs.


	257) 
	To consider the ongoing maintenance of the swales at the Old Banwell Road car park and quotation from current contractor
Resolved to accept the quotation from Countrywide totalling £640.00 excluding VAT. It was noted that the swale has not previously been included within the Council's maintenance programme and agreed that provision should be made within future budgets for its ongoing maintenance.


	258) 
	To review the RoSPA Play Area Inspection Report, agree any required works, and consider the replacement of the recently removed play equipment.
Council noted the report and works undertaken to date by the Parish Orderly Team.
Resolved to accept the quotation from GB Sport & Leisure UK Ltd for Scramble Climber A, totalling £3,447.53 excluding VAT.


	259) 
	To note the Electrical Installation Condition Report for the Parish Hall and Changing Rooms and Portable Appliance Testing (PAT) results and authorise payment of the associated invoice
Members noted the report and results and authorised payment of Principal Electrical Services  invoice.


	260) 
	To consider if a market will be held this year, and if agreed, confirm a suitable date and identify councillors/volunteers to support
Resolved to hold a Christmas market on 13 December 2026. Cllrs Jones, Smith and Schofield volunteered to support the organisation of the event on the day.


	261) 
	To consider a proposal for the provision of refreshments for users of the playing field and agree any next steps

Cllr Joe Smith left the meeting at 20:47

Members agreed not to undertake an expression of interest exercise due to limited Council resources available to administer the process and having regard to the community benefit the proposal would provide.

Resolved to accept the proposal from The Little Spitfire. A pitch fee of £600 for a six-month trial period plus electricity charges was approved. Resolved to approve the Pitch Agreement.

Cllr Joe Smith returned to meeting at 21:04


	262) 
	Policy documents update
Resolved to approve the following documents:

a) Model Publication Scheme
b) Document Retention and Disposal Procedure


	263) 
	To consider the renewal of the Council's water supply contract and agree any necessary action.
Members considered the renewal and agreed to renew the contract with Everflow for 36 months.


	264) 
	To consider LPC meeting start times
Resolved to change the start time of Full Council meetings to 7pm from the next meeting onwards. Resolved to amend the Standing Orders accordingly.


	265) 
	Incident report forms

Incident report 9 – Update: Our Parish Orderly has painted over the graffiti on the brick bus stop near the Helicopter Museum

Incident report 12 – 3x bollards have been removed/stolen from the car park. Resolved to replace with 1x removable wooden post by the footpath to school and 2x permanent wooden posts by car park entrance gates. Cllr Smith to liaise with the Parish Orderly to assess access requirements.

Incident report 13 – Concerns raised over gap in fencing between playing field and Birch Close. Resolved that Cllr Smith will liaise with Parish Orderly Team to seek to rectify the situation

Incident report 17 – Concerns raised over gap in fencing on playing field. Resolved to put saplings, brambles or fencing up. Cllr Smith to liaise with Parish Orderly Team to address the potential issue.


	266) 
	Clerk’s Report, Correspondence & Items for next Agenda: (Please note that the Council is unable to make any formal decisions under this item). To receive the Clerk’s report, note any correspondence received since the last meeting that is not an item on the agenda and note items for the next Agenda.

a. An interim internal audit has been booked with Bridget Bowen for 20 Nov 2026

b. The memorial Christmas trees that were initially placed in pots around the parish and then planted in the village park have unfortunately died so have been removed by our park contractor.

c. Please can councillors email their apologies to the admin email so that both the clerk and clerk’s assistant can retrieve them before meetings.

d. Hutton and Locking by-election is on 10 Sept 2026. NSC have booked the Nurse Thomas Suite for this.


	
	PART 2


	267) 
	To receive and consider the Clerk's recommendation following the probationary review of the Clerk's Assistant.
DEFERRED


	268) 
	To review and consider the revised job descriptions for the Parish Orderly and Parish Orderly Assistant.
DEFERRED




There being no further business the Chair closed the meeting at 21:30



Signed (Chair): _______________________________		Date: 1 October 2026



The next meeting of Locking Parish Council will be held on 1 October 2026 at 19:00
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