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Minutes of the meeting of Locking Parish Council
held on 2 July 2026 at 19:00 at Locking Parish Hall


Meeting opened: 19.00								Meeting closed: 20:41

Present: 	Cllr Paul Jones (Chair), Cllr Wendy Ashdown, Cllr Joe Smith, Cllr Carl Prosser, Cllr Paul Schofield, Cllr Ian Hilder, Cllr Tess Poynton, Cllr Pete Lacey and Cllr William Bearsby

In attendance: Clerk and 2 members of the public

	224) 
	Public participation
One household raised concerns regarding alleged anti-social behaviour and nuisance near their property. He asked for LPC's allotment bench to be moved. The Council noted the comments and resolved to contact the PCSO and NSC’s Anti-Social Behaviour Officer.

Members of the public left at 19:08.


	225) 
	a. Unitary Cllr/Liaison Officer Report - None received

b. Neighbourhood police report for June – Noted. Awaiting confirmation from PCSO as to whether any of the road or RTCs relate to Locking Village or the A371 by ASDA Express.


	226) 
	Apologies for absence and to approve reasons where appropriate

Cllr Kimberly Shepherd – APPROVED    


	227) 
	To receive declarations of interest by councillors and to consider any written applications for dispensations. None received


	228) 
	Minutes

a. [bookmark: _Hlk49173480]To receive and confirm the minutes of the council meeting held on 4 June 2026
Council resolved to approve the minutes as a true and correct record of the meeting. Signed by the chair.

b. To receive and confirm the minutes of the council meeting held on 23 June 2026
Council resolved to approve the minutes as a true and correct record of the meeting. Signed by the chair.


	229) 
	Finances

a. To retrospectively approve monthly receipts and payments for June 2026
Council resolved to retrospectively approve the receipts and payments.
Signed by Cllr Schofield. Appendix 1
b. To approve the bank reconciliation and note the Unity Trust and Nationwide bank statements for May 2026
Council resolved to approve the bank reconciliation and note the bank statements.
Signed by Cllr Schofield. Appendix 2

c. To review expenditure against budgets from 1 April to 30 June 2026
Council reviewed and resolved to approve the budgetary control.
Signed by Cllr Schofield. Appendix 3


	230) 
	Chairman’s Report
Welcome Councillors to my report tonight.

Over the past month I have been involved with other Councillors in setting up and being at meetings of the Old Banwell Road Car Park Working Group. The Working Group initially met up on the 8 June and again on the 26 June 2026. Notes of both meetings are available for you all to read.

On 12 June 2026 the Clerk and I visited Locking Primary School and met with the Deputy Head. The Clerk was able to introduce herself and we provided an update in respect of Council’s objective to progress the installation of an electric gate at the entrance to the car park.  There are many school users of the car park, which include parents, staff and ELAN personnel which could be affected by the installation of the electric gate and increased security cameras.  We sought the view of school and it was reassuring to note the positive response of the deputy head.

I was also present with Cllrs Schofield, Hilder and the Clerk in meeting with Mr Phil Bush from NSC in respect of works that contractors would undertake that would benefit the Parish under its new pilot scheme.  Mr Bush was asked about NSC statutory duty and that the Parish was not being asked to pay for works that NSC should undertake. Reduced funding had impacted on NSC’s budget to provide services; an example was given By Mr Bush in that on the south side of the A371 only a metre width of growth was cut back from the kerb.  This meant that either side of the footpath was not being cut back and that currently it was overgrown and unsightly. The pilot scheme could address this problem with visits on a number of times a year. Further details will be provided to Council in due course.

It is with sadness that I have to report that our Ward Councillor, Terry Porter and Derek Kraft, ex LPC councillor, have recently passed away, our thoughts are with their families and friends.


	231) 
	Regular Reports

CPRE and Locking Parklands Stakeholders – Cliff Dumbell sent apologies and the following report:

There is nothing new to report since June’s meeting. I have noted however the planning items in relation to Phases 8/10 Parklands and land South of Somerset Avenue.

Councillors will also want to know that Jean Harrison, the lead on Flowerdown Residents, is currently unwell. I'm sure the Council would want to wish her and her family well.

Members noted the sad passing of District Councillor Terry Porter and recognised his dedication and support to the parish during his time in office. Resolved to contact District Councillor Mike Solomon to enquire whether he would be able to attend future Parish Council meetings and provide updates on North Somerset Council matters.


	232) 
	Planning

a. 26/P/1062/TPO - 4 Hector Close, Locking. T1 - Willow - Re-pollard to previous pollard points. NOTED
b. 26/P/1098/AOC - Phase 8 And 10 Locking Parklands, Locking Moor Road. Request to discharge condition 2 (Window and door details) on application 24/P/1818/RM. NOTED
c. 26/P/0994/LDP - 4 Babbage Row, Locking, BS24 7NR. Certificate of lawful development for the proposed erection of a single storey rear extension. NOTED
d. 26/P/1150/AOC - Phase 8 And 10 Locking Parklands. Request to Discharge Conditions 3 (Coping and String Courses) 4 (Balustrades, Railings and Balconies) on Application 24/P/1818/RM. NOTED
e. 26/P/1188/HHPA - 39 The Orchard, Locking. Prior approval request for the erection of a single storey rear extension with flat roof with parapet that would 1) extend beyond the rear wall of the original house by 3.27 metres; 2) have a maximum height of 2.93 metres and 3) have eaves that are 2.93 metres high. SUPPORT
f. 26/P/1194/NMA - Land South Of Somerset Avenue.  Non-material amendment to permission 21/P/1220/RM (Reserved matters (appearance, landscaping, layout and scale) for 425 residential dwellings (Use Class C3), 300 sq m commercial floorspace (Use Class E), along with associated open space and landscaping, including discharge of conditions 3 (Reserved Matters), 11 (access for rhyne/watercourse maintenance), 13 (foul water disposal), 14 and 15 (hard and soft landscaping), 16 (landscape management plan), 17 (tree protection fencing), 20 (detailed highways plans), 23 (landscape ecological management plan), 24 (dark vegetated corridor), 25 (ecological constraints plan), 30 (energy strategy), 31 (finished levels), 32 and 33 (materials samples), 34 (boundary enclosures) and 35 (service equipment) associated to outline planning permission (ref. 16/P/2758/RG4 amended by 20/P/0692/NMA)) to allow for amendments to provision of garages; housetypes/ elevational treatments to plots and boundary treatments. NOTED.


	233) 
	Accessible ramp at the Parish Hall
Quotations for the supply and installation of an accessible ramp were considered. Resolved to place the project on hold and to inform the companies that the Council will not be proceeding with the project at the present time. It was agreed that the earmarked reserves be transferred to the electric gate project.


	234) 
	Electric gates
Members received and noted the minutes of the Car Park and Playing Field Working Group meetings held on 8 and 26 June. Quotations for the proposed electric gates project were considered.

Resolved to investigate connectivity options, including broadband and 5G and electrical connection for the proposed gates and changing room and enhance security by installing a pole mounted CCTV on the changing room external wall.
Seek clarification on ground works from Quote 1; identify Quote 2 as the preferred supplier should Quote 1 prove unsuitable; obtain an additional quote if appropriate; advise Quote 3 that the Council will not be proceeding with its quotation due to budget constraints and undertake a survey of car park users and local residents.


	235) 
	Water fountains at the village park and playing field
Resolved to defer consideration of the installation of water fountains. The Car Park and Playing Field Working Group will investigate the project further and report back, with consideration for inclusion in next year's projects.


	236) 
	Looking at Locking newsletter
Resolved to undertake a resident survey and assess the results before revisiting the newsletter's costs, advertising, frequency and distribution arrangements at the September meeting.


	237) 
	Clerk Training
Resolved to approve the Clerk's attendance at the SLCC training course in September 2026 at a cost of £115.50 plus VAT.


	238) 
	Community piano sessions
Resolved to discontinue the sessions due to low attendance.


	239) 
	Committee membership
Resolved to appoint Cllr Lacey to the Car Park Working Group, Finance and Human Resources Committee and Assets and Amenities Committee.


	240) 
	Report from Bus Users' Forum
Cllr Hilder attended the online forum regarding the upcoming North Somerset Council bus service review. Members noted that the current 125 service is likely to be withdrawn, as Banwell, Sandford and Winscombe are served by alternative routes. While parts of Locking close to the A371 are served by the U2, 126 and 7 services, the withdrawal of the 125 would leave residents in other parts of the village without a direct bus service and require some residents to walk a considerable distance to access public transport.

Members agreed that the most practical solution would be for either the 126 or U2 service to be diverted through Locking village as part of the forthcoming review.

Resolved to write to North Somerset Council requesting that a bus service continues to serve Locking village and urging NSC to consider rerouting either the 126 or U2 service through the village as part of the imminent bus service review.


	241) 
	Incident report forms

a. Incident Report 9
Graffiti on the Helicopter Museum bus shelter. Resolved that the Parish Orderly Team paint over the graffiti.

b. Incident Report 10
Fly-tipping on Old Banwell Road. This was reported to NSC and has been removed.


	242) 
	Clerk’s Report, correspondence and items for next agenda

Anti-Social Behaviour and Public Space Protection Orders
Email received from North Somerset Council's newly appointed Senior Anti-Social Behaviour Officer. Town and Parish Councils are invited to discuss opportunities for improved ASB and Public Space Protection Order enforcement. Members were supportive of the Clerk making contact and exploring the options available.

Changing room roller shutter door has been serviced this week with no issues to report. 
 
Defibrillator availability
There is currently a nationwide shortage of replacement defibrillator electrode pads. Our pads are due to expire in September. We are trying to source replacement pads before this, but if we can’t, we will have to record the defib as out of service. 




There being no further business the Chair closed the meeting at 20:41


Signed (Chair): _______________________________		Date: 3 September 2026


The next meeting of Locking Parish Council will be held on 3 September 2026 at 19:30
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