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Minutes of the ANNUAL PARISH MEETING
for the PARISH OF LOCKING held on 23rd APRIL 2026 at 6.30pm
at Locking Parish Hall, Grenville Avenue, Locking.


Meeting opened at 6.30pm

The meeting was chaired by Cllr Mike Tremlett, Locking Parish Council Vice Chair

Present:	9 members of the public
6 members of Locking Parish Council
District Cllr Terry Porter
Larissa Trust – Vicar of St Augustine Church

Minutes taking by Locking Parish Council Clerk

1. Apologies: 
  
Cllr Paul Jones
Thomas Tracey – Estate Manager at Preim Ltd

2. Confirmation of Minutes: 
The minutes for the Annual Parish Meeting held on 24 April 2025 were AGREED by all present and signed as a correct record of that meeting by Cllr Mike Tremlett.

3. Locking Parish Council Reports:

a. Chairmans Report from Cllr Paul Jones
I am sorry I cannot be with you tonight, but I am confident that Councillor Mike Tremlett will deliver my message to you.

Welcome everyone to this years ‘Annual Parish Assembly’ which is being held tonight so that residents who live within the Parish of Locking can attend to make their opinions, views, representations known, it is also an opportunity to raise issues with the Parish Council.

It is your opportunity to ask, ‘what we are doing for you or what are we not doing for you or perhaps what can we do better’?

Hopefully, your questions will be answered tonight, if we cannot then we will provide an answer to you as soon as we can.

As Chairman of the Parish Council, I have again throughout the year used our seasonal editions of ‘Looking at Locking’ and other social avenues to provide you with my ‘View from the Chair’.  My view hopefully does provide information as to what we as a Parish Council have and will continue to do for you in our growing community.  I hope that you have found the information that has been published helpful and informative.

As I wrote in the Spring Edition of Looking @ Locking we are facing changing and challenging times.  We have a new Clerk’s Assistant, Mrs Natalie Clapp and Mrs Kelly Harvey has stepped up and is the new Clerk for Locking Parish Council.  We have also recently taken on a new Parish Orderly’s Assistant who will be helping our current Parish Orderly complete his tasks.

We are currently working to counter planning applications for new developments in the area south of Old Banwell Road and on land off Elm Tree Grove where a development of some 117 houses is sought.  These proposed developments if granted will impact the Parish with an increase in road traffic, an increased risk to the safety of pedestrians and even flooding which due to climate changes is becoming more frequent in the village.  We have formed a ‘Planning and Development Working Group’ and invite residents to join with us in addressing these important issues which will affect our community.  Please contact the Clerk on 01934 820786 or email clerk@lockingparishcouncil.gov.uk if you are interested in joining the working group.

Our book exchange and successful Pop-up café continues to be held every Tuesday morning at the Nurse Thomas Suite – all are welcome.

Over the past year we have continued to assist Parishioners through our partnerships and meetings with Local Businesses, St Augustine’s Church, Locking Parklands Developers, North Somerset Council (NSC), Avon & Somerset Police, the new Doctor’s Medical Centre and Primary and Secondary Educational Centres.

Our agreed Parish Council Projects will continue this year with the installation of electric gates at the entrance to the Old Banwell Road Playing Field so that the car park can remain open to all during daylight hours.

We continue to monitor the path known as the ‘Spinney’ which since its refurbishment has become an important and well used, safe, well-lit link to the Doctor’s surgery, Schools and eventually new commercial businesses on Locking Parklands.

Our Tiny Forest continues to grow and consists of dense, fast growing native woodland about the size of a tennis court.  It encourages butterflies, birds, bees and other wildlife, but it also a place for people to connect with and learn about nature.  We have also had further native trees installed around the southern edge of the OBR field which hopefully will help in retaining water and will in time provide shade and cover for users of the playing field funded by NSC.  We have planted more fruit trees in our community orchard, hopefully we shall see a benefit in the near future.

Chairs of our Parish Committees will tonight, also provide an update of what works and initiatives we have been able to complete over the past year.  There are currently 10 Councillors on the Parish Council with 5 vacancies.  If you have time to give and want to be involved in making difference in our community, please contact the Clerk for further information on how to be a Parish Councillor.

Vice Chair Report from Cllr Mike Tremlett

In addition to Paul’s comments, I feel it is important to recognise those who have made significant and important contributions to the Council but have left in the past year.

Specifically, I would like to thank Elfan ap Rees for his decades of dedication to the Parish as both a Parish Councillor and a District Councillor.

Additionally, Dawn Tremlett retired from the position of Clerk at the end of March.

Dawn returned as Clerk for a second time and I am sure that all that know her will appreciate the effort that she has put in to pull the Council together and make things happen during her tenure.

Of course, there are also those who ‘just keep going’ so I feel that it is worthy to thank the ongoing dedication and efforts of Bill Bearsby and Peter Lacey. Between just Elfan Bill and Peter the Council has had over 100 years of service over the years! This is a forward thinking Council with a can do attitude so thank you also to those who have joined us this year.

b. Assets & Amenities Committee Chairmans Report from Cllr Wendy Ashdown:
We have had another busy year with planning and progressing projects for the Hall and Park, the Old Banwell Road playing field and the Parish of Locking, which includes :

The Spinney, a path which links Locking Village to the A371 and Locking Parklands was upgraded and all works are completed. It has been resurfaced and low level lighting installed which makes it a safe well lit path for all users and as far as we know it is being used daily to its full advantage.

We have installed a ‘Tiny Forest’ with 600 trees in 200 sq m along with 13 native trees at the Old Banwell Road playing field.  This was achieved with the help of many volunteers from Locking Primary School and Winterstoke Hundred Academy.  Also on board was North Somerset Council and Earth Watch who made it all possible.

There is a Community Orchard in place at the Old Banwell Road playing field with pear, cherry, plum, mulberry and chestnut trees, all of which will be for Locking Parish residents to enjoy picking (and eating) when they are ripe and ready.

The Nurse Thomas Suite has been busy hosting the weekly ‘Living Room’ and the Book Exchange which is very well attended throughout the year.  We also have a ‘Police Surgery’ held there once a month with our local PCSO in situ.

Skatepark Project update - We have worked hard to obtain the funding to progress this project.  We approached many local businesses during August 2025 along with funding applications submitted to Sport England, Unity Trust Bank, Thatchers and more.  Unfortunately none of these were successful.  The next steps are to apply for lottery funding programmes.  Reaching Communities England and the UK Fund.  This process will commence in the next few months.  If anybody is interested in the project and helping the Parish Council to move this forward, please contact the Clerk.

The Park equipment along with the equipment installed at the Old Banwell Road playing field is checked weekly by the Council’s Parish Orderly Mike, and both are subject to an annual inspection by a specialist company.

With Spring already here and the Summer fast approaching we will be busy planting up the many planters around the Parish.  The bedding plants are given to Locking Parish from North Somerset and we thank them for this generous donation.

And finally on behalf of the Committee we would like to thank our recently retired Clerk Dawn, who will be sadly missed.  I want to thank Dawn personally for her unwavering dedication to the Parish and also for all the help and advice given to me over the years to enable me to serve the Parish to my best ability.  We would like to thank the Parish Orderly Mike, the Hall and Changing Rooms cleaner Kevin along with our Contractors for all their hard work over the last year.  We would also like to thank our regular hirers for continuing to support the Parish Hall and the Nurse Thomas Suite and not forgetting the Playing Field.

We would like to thank Kelly as the new clerk and welcome Natalie as the new clerk’s assistant.

c. Finance & Human Resources Committee Chairmans Report from Cllr Bill Bearsby:
This year has not been as difficult as some years have been.

The intention of the Committee in conjunction with the Council and the Assets and Amenities Committees is to formulate a long-term financial plan that will help with setting the Annual Precept, so that monies can be set aside each year for larger projects.

The Council produced a budget which thanks to careful examination of all expenditure and a strong focus on value for money, we delivered overall expenditure below budget. Combined with higher than forecast revenue income, we exceeded income targets allowing us to have a carry forward.

The carry forward is larger than we expected due to one project not being completed in the year; this will be completed this year. Due to a larger than expected carry over, we were able to keep our parish precept rise down to 1.2%, which is below the cost of living index, and still enables us to add funds to our reserves.

We are in a relatively healthy position, but obviously have concerns for the future due to government policies on the cost of living, which impacts on our income and expenditure.
The Committee would like to place on record its sincere thanks to our retiring Financial Officer, Dawn Tremlett, for her diligence, professionalism and valued advice over the years and to wish her a long, happy and well deserved retirement.
We would also like to welcome our new Financial Officer, Kelly, and wish her well in her new position.

4. North Somerset Council: Ward Councillors Report – Cllr Terry Porter reported on the following:

The Spinney
It took two years to get funding for this, but it is a vital link between Locking village and Locking Parklands

Planning application 26/P/0536/OUT - Land North of Banwell Road North of Elborough Village Hutton / Locking
People have until 7th May to make comments on the North Somerset Council website. The original application was submitted 2 years ago. Proposals claim it is a good site as close to A371 and services. There are currently no services in Elborough Village.
It is very difficult to prevent such developments. NSC must build approximately 24,000 houses by 2040. If there is no demonstrable harm, development will get the go ahead. Our best option is to get the best we can for both Locking and Hutton parishes.

Cllr Mike Tremlett added: NSC should have a 5-year rolling programme of house supply but currently has 2.79-years supply. If local authorities refuse certain developments, it could be taken out of their hands and go to the Secretary of State. LPC will do its utmost to object and try to get the best benefit for the parish.

Council tax in North Somerset
NSC is facing a significant reduction in expected government funding. To help close the gap, NSC has applied the maximum council tax rise permitted without a referendum, 4.99%, which generates around £6m in additional income. Even with this increase, the council has had to draw on its reserves.

Questions for Cllr Porter from residents:

What is our council tax being spent on?
Nearly 80% goes on statutory services such as adult social care and children's services.
Some NSC assets are being transferred to town and parish council’s as NSC cannot afford to keep running them.

When will a 20mph speed limit be introduced in Locking village?
Locking Village is on the waiting list and there are probably a few years still to wait. It took Hutton 7 years to get it. It costs around £20,000.

Cllr Mike Tremlett added: the two controversial planning applications both suggest reduced speed limits. LPC object to both developments, one reason being pedestrian safety and a lack of a footpath.

Certain planning applications are missing documents when validated, what are North Somerset Council doing about this, as it breaches their own policy?
Applications are allowed to provide certain information at a later such as drainage plans, as its reserved matters. The law allows outline planning, maximum number of houses and access to highways, all other information is reserved matters. It is currently very difficult to turn down these developments.

5. Reports from Locking Community Groups/Organisations

a. Locking Seniors – Report from Anthea Raines:
We currently have 25 members, who enjoy, chatting ,quizzes and entertainment.
In 2025, we held 22 meetings at St Augustine’s Church Centre, had two visits from Parkland Singers and 
1 visit from Weston Ukulele band. An afternoon tea and our annual visit to The Beachlands Hotel, for our Christmas luncheon.
Our chosen charity for 2025, was Children’s Hospice at Wraxall and £300 was donated to this amazing Hospice.
We shared lots of laughter and friendship and hope to repeat it for 2026.
b. Hutton and Locking Scouts - Report from Gareth Coombes:
Our group has 140 members (leaders and children) There are waiting lists nationally.
Woodland Trust provided 200 saplings, these have been planted at The Triangle and last year they grew 70 pumpkins.
Fly-tipping continues to be an issue.
A Switzerland trip is being organised with 50 attending. They need to raise £33,000-34,000, the coach alone is £14,000. 
The union jack flag went missing but has now been replaced.

c. Rev Larissa Trust - St Augustine’s Church  
This year has seen my first full year as Vicar of St Augustine’s and it has been a very busy time.  

Services take place at 10am on Sunday mornings on the 1st, 2nd and 4th Sundays of the month.  Holy Communion is celebrated on 2nd Sunday of the month.  On the 4th Sunday, worship takes place in the church centre – we call this service Church in the Centre!  On the 3rd Sunday of the month and alternate 5th Sundays we worship in our sister church St Mary’s, Hutton.  Both churches share me as a Vicar and Rev Geoff Hobden as retired associate minister.  Recently we incorporated World Book Day into a Sunday service exploring the theology of the Gruffalo!  Posies were presented to all ladies present at our Mothering Sunday service – I am grateful to all the flower arrangers who produced these.  Our Easter Sunday service was followed by an Easter Egg hunt.  In September we had an Education Sunday service to which we were pleased to welcome Mrs Simpson and Miss Ledbury from Locking Primary School.  It was good to thank them for their hard work in the community and to pray for them.  Remembrance Sunday was well attended with the uniformed groups parading.  The location alternates between Hutton and Locking of the annual memorial service; this is a service where we give thanks for the lives of those we love but see no longer.  The Carol and Christingle Services were well attended as usual.  A Maundy Thursday Supper and Communion took place in Hutton Scout Hut.  St Augustine’s hosted our benefice Harvest Supper in October and we enjoyed a Benefice cream tea in August.  

Since writing last year’s report, Community Café has become even more popular and busy and has enhanced our relationship with a number of local charities.  The pop-up panto at the Christmas Community Café was enjoyed by all.  Many thanks to Banwell Amateur Dramatics for entertaining us.  The children’s craft table continues to be popular and we were particularly pleased to welcome the school to run a charity table.  It has been lovely to host Community Soup Bowl.  It has been great meeting the soup makers and those who enjoy the food and socialising.   Thank you to those who make this happen.  It was very good to have the St Augustine’s Praise Group go to Oaktree Park before Christmas to lead carol singing.  

We are pleased to support the Little Ark toddler group who meet at the Church Centre on Wednesday mornings in term time.  

The church was represented the church at the village Summer fete and I am grateful to all those who provided activities in the very hot conditions.  

A Spring Men’s Breakfast took place with a good number of men attending.  The breakfast is appreciated by gentlemen who are not necessarily involved in church life, providing an important opportunity for outreach and friendship. 

A particular joy for me has been, in partnership with my fellow minister,  running a group for children and young people in Haywood Village.  This is something we can invite children and young people to from Hutton, Locking as well as the estates. 

Assemblies are regularly delivered by church members at Locking Primary School.  They recently planned and prepared two church visits for year 5 children to learn about worship as part of their RE lessons.  These visits went really well and have further deepened the relationship between St Augustine’s and the school.  Thank you to them for all they do in this ministry.  Reception class also visited to the church to hear the bells being rung.  We are grateful to the bellringing band for taking the time to speak to the children and to ring for them.  

Since the last APM Jackie Llewellyn has taken over the role of Benefice Administrator and we are so grateful for all she has accomplished in a short time.  The office is open to the public on 10am-2pm Mondays and Thursdays.  

If anyone reading would like to explore spiritual questions or would like to have a conversation about an aspect of the Christian faith then please don’t hesitate to make contact.  I am also available to provide prayer and pastoral support.  I would be delighted to meet you.  

6. Electors: Questions from the floor:
There have been four accidents by the ASDA junction involving vehicles right‑turning. With two planning applications that could increase traffic, can the Parish Council take any action?
Highway safety is the responsibility of North Somerset Council as the Highways Authority. The Parish Council cannot make changes itself. Residents are encouraged to take photos and/or videos of any incidents and report them to the police, so they are formally recorded.
Can the Parish Council do anything to improve bus access for Locking village?
Bus routes are set by the operators. LPC continues to raise concerns through the Bus Forum, which is attended by Cllr Ian Hilder. First Bus has confirmed that diverting the No.7 through the village is not feasible as it would require an additional vehicle. The new 215 service now provides a link to Wrington, and the U2 continues to operate into Bristol, partly funded by the university. Cllr Hilder will speak directly with the First Bus representative at the next forum. Residents are reminded that services are only maintained if they are well used. Although Westlink has reduced some routes, it remains an option for flexible travel.

Can double yellow lines be put along Meadow Drive/Fairacre Close as parking becomes difficult and dangerous during school run times?
Parking restrictions can only be introduced by North Somerset Council Highways. The Parish Council cannot install double yellow lines itself but can report concerns and request a review. Residents are encouraged to provide evidence, such as photos or details of specific incidents, to the police/PCSO and the Clerk so this can be passed to Highways for assessment. LPC will continue to raise the issue with the relevant authorities.
Can a Speed Watch group be started?
The previous group, run by Cllr W Ashdown, disbanded around 3 years ago after volunteer numbers fell. It was suggested that interest could be invited again. Residents wishing to take part are encouraged to contact the Clerk, who will refer the matter to Full Council.

Why are employee pension contributions showing on the statement of accounts as a payment by LPC?
We will seek clarification and provide a response as soon as this information has been confirmed.

Electors: Comments

Locking at Locking newsletter
Residents expressed their thanks for the Looking at Locking newsletter, noting that it is a valuable source of local information and that they appreciate receiving a physical copy. Rev Larissa Trust was also thanked for the church’s contributions to the publication, and to the two families who deliver it to every household in the parish. It was noted that the newsletter is a cost‑dependent project but remains well‑received by the community.

There being no further business the Chair closed the meeting at 7.49pm



Signed (Chair) ………………………………………………			Date……………………
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