


   

 

   

 

VIEW FROM THE CHAIR . . .   

Welcome to the ‘View from the Chair ‘and this our ‘Spring edition 
of Looking @ Locking’.  Many thanks to our editorial team, Dawn, 
Kelly and everyone who has contributed to the publication of this 
edition of ‘Looking @ Locking’. 
 

The Book Exchange and Community Living Room continues to be well supported 
and is a place where Parishioners are welcome to meet with Councillors, Parish 
Staff, Police and other parties whilst partaking of refreshments.  It is held every 
Tuesday between 10am and 12pm at the Nurse Thomas Suite, all are welcome. 
 

Despite the heavy rain and storms that that we have all encountered over the 
past few months, the new growth of spring is evident all around us with many 
displays of daffodils and other spring flowers growing within the Parish.  Spring 
is a time of change with new growth beckoning in the new season, as a Parish 
we are also facing changes and new challenges. 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
I would like to welcome Natalie Clapp to the Parish Team.  Natalie is our newly 
appointed Parish Clerk’s Assistant and will be supporting Kelly in her new role as 
Clerk/RFO of Locking Parish Council.  
 

I would also like to welcome Councillor Joe Smith to Locking Parish Council; I am 
sure Joe will enjoy his time with us. 
 

It is always sad to report that Councillors have left, especially long serving 
experienced Councillors.  We will miss Peter Lacey and Elfan Ap Rees whose 
work and many contributions over the years have been appreciated by so many 
in our community. 
 

  



   

 

   

 

Our current Clerk, Dawn is due to retire with effect from 31 March 2026.  We 
wish Dawn a happy and well-deserved retirement and a huge thank you for all 
she has done for our community over the past years.  
 

There are currently ten Locking Parish Councillors, we have five vacancies.  If 
you have time to spare and are interested in representing your community, 
please contact the clerk for information on how to become a Locking Parish 
Councillor. 
 

As many of you may know we are facing a number of issues concerning 
applications to North Somerset Council for new developments in the area 
south of the Old Banwell Road and at the land off Elm Grove in Locking Village.  
We are concerned about the impact these new developments might have on 
our roads with an increase of road traffic, the safety of pedestrians and even 
flooding in the Parish. To investigate and respond to these applications we 
have formed a ‘Planning Development Working Group’.  The Working Group 
would welcome the assistance of residents who wish to be involved in 
addressing these important issues which will affect our community.   
 

The Clerk can be contacted on 01934 820786 or email 
clerk@lockingparishcouncil.gov.uk if you would like to join the Planning 
Development Working Group and have your say or for information on how to 
be a Councillor. 
 

Finally, I was disappointed to see the reappearance of potholes at the entrance 
to Locking Parklands and on Bowen Road. These have since been repaired. 
 

          
 

I would urge residents to report any new potholes to the Community Liaison 
Team at Locking Parklands via email at community@lockingparklands.co.uk or 
on 07735 129469. 
 

Paul Jones – Chairman 

mailto:clerk@lockingparishcouncil.gov.uk
mailto:community@lockingparklands.co.uk


   

 

   

 

WELCOME TO CLLR JOE SMITH 
 

Hello, my name is Joe Smith, my wife and I live in Locking 
Village. 

 
My parents lived happily in Locking for more than 25 
years, and throughout that time I developed a strong and 
lasting connection to the village.  
 
Locking has always been an important part of my life, and 
I am committed to helping enhance the experiences and 
wellbeing of everyone in our community.   

 
I value the exceptional quality of life here and welcome the opportunity to 
contribute positively to the village and Locking Parish’s future. 
 
 

 

Cllr Joe Smith 



   

 

   

 

 



   

 

   

 

A Personal Message from Dawn – Retiring Clerk/RFO  

 After much consideration, I retired from my role as Clerk and 
Responsible Financial Officer at Locking Parish Council on 31 
March 2026. Serving this community has been one of the 
most meaningful experiences of my life, and it has truly been 
a privilege to work alongside such dedicated colleagues and 
residents.  

  
Working for Locking Parish Council has never felt like “just a job”—it has been a 
privilege, a purpose, and, in many ways, a second home. I have been fortunate 
to work alongside colleagues who genuinely care about our community, and to 
serve residents who continually inspire with their dedication and spirit. 

 
I am proud of all we have achieved together - from strengthening financial 
processes to embracing more digital ways of working.  I am especially proud of 
the community projects we brought to life: 
• the thriving Community Living Room and Book Exchange 
• the refurbishment of the Nurse Thomas Suite 
• the transformation of the Old Banwell Road playing field 
• the planting of the Community Orchard and Tiny Forest 
These projects reflect the true spirit of Locking—forward‑thinking, collaborative, 
and rooted in community pride. 

 
What I will cherish most, however, are the relationships: the laughter during 
long meetings, the problem‑solving during challenging moments, and the 
kindness shown every day. These memories will stay with me long after I leave 
the role. 
 
Thank you—from the bottom of my heart—for your trust, support, and 
friendship. It has been an honour to serve this community, and I will carry these 
memories into the next chapter of my life.  

        

  



   

 

   

 

A new chapter in the Parish Office 
 

I’m Kelly and I have been the Clerk’s 
Assistant for the past two years, 
supporting the Council and helping to 
keep Parish business running smoothly. In 
April I will be stepping into the role of 
Clerk and I am looking forward to this new 
and exciting chapter. 
 

I would like to take this opportunity to 
wish Dawn a happy and peaceful 
retirement. 
 

I am pleased to welcome Natalie, the new 
Clerk’s Assistant, who started with us in 

March. She brings with her valuable experience and enthusiasm, and I’m 
looking forward to working closely with her as we continue to serve the 
Council and the wider community. 
 

We are in the process of appointing a Parish Orderly Assistant, and I look 
forward to introducing them in the next edition. 
 
 

I’m Natalie and I joined Locking Parish Council at the start of March as Clerk’s 
Assistant. I was brought up in Weston and continue to live here with my family, 
so I’m very pleased to be working within the local community. 
 

Previously, I worked with the Grounds Team for another local council, where I 
gained valuable experience in supporting council services and helping to 
maintain community spaces. I’m looking forward to bringing that knowledge 
and experience into my new role and supporting the Council in its work for the 
parish and its residents. 
 

Outside of work, you’re most likely to find me relaxing with a good book or 
visiting a National Trust property with my family.  
 
I’d also like to say a big thank you to Dawn, Kelly, Paul and everyone I have 
been able to meet so far for making me feel so welcome since I joined. 

  

Kelly (left) and Natalie (right) 
with trees in bloom at Locking Grove 



   

 

   

 

LOCKING PARISH COUNCIL MEETING DATES FOR 2026 

Unless otherwise stated the Full Council meet the 1st Thursday of the month and 
Committees meet on the 3rd Thursday of the month, most meetings start at 
7.30pm.   Meetings are normally held at Locking Parish Hall but occasionally they 
have been held at The Radio Wing and Oaktree Park Community Hall – location 
details will be on the meeting Agenda.  
 

Members of the public are very welcome to attend.  Please check our notice 
boards and website www.lockingparishcouncil.gov.uk under Agenda & Minutes 
for further details. 

Full Council & Committee Meeting dates 2026 
Date Month Year Meeting 

2nd April 2026 Council 

16th April 2026 Assets & Amenities Committee 

23rd April 2026 Annual Parish Assembly 

7th  May 2026 Council 

21st TBC May 2026 Assets & Amenities Committee 7pm 
Finance & Human Resources 8pm 

4th TBC June  2026 Council 

18th TBC  June 2026 Council 

18th TBC  June 2026 Assets & Amenities Committee 7pm 

http://www.lockingparishcouncil.gov.uk/


   

 

   

 

  



   

 

   

 

HALL HIRE 
 
The main hall and Nurse Thomas Suite availability and enquiries can now 
be made via our website: www.lockingparishcouncil.gov.uk. You can also 
find booking forms, terms and conditions and FAQs. You are very welcome 
to view the venue, please email admin@lockingparishcouncil.gov.uk to 
make an appointment. 

Parish Hall 

  

 
Nurse Thomas Suite 

 
  

Facilities Include: Suitable for the following occasions: 

 Performance stage 

 Spot lights & disco ball 

 Sound system (blue tooth 

enabled) and microphone 

 Induction loop 

 Kitchen (fully equipped) 

 Disabled toilet and baby changing 
facilities 

 Wheelchair Access 

 WIFI 

 Parking 

 Access to adjacent play park 

❖ Christenings/Blessings 

❖ Children’s parties 
(with or without a bouncy castle) 

❖ Weddings/Anniversaries/Wakes 

❖ Pantomimes and Christmas parties 

❖ Musical Concerts, band or choir practice 

❖ School Events 

❖ Societies/Clubs 

❖ Training/Corporate events 

❖ Fitness Groups/Yoga/Karate 

❖ Dance Classes 

❖ Baby/Toddler groups 

 

http://www.lockingparishcouncil.gov.uk/
mailto:admin@lockingparishcouncil.gov.uk


   

 

   

 

 



   

 

   

 

Locking Parish Council Small Grant Scheme 
Locking Parish Council’s annual budget includes a 
sum of money for grant  
awards. The Grant Awards Policy has been drawn up 
to demonstrate a fair and transparent process and sets 
out the procedure the Council will follow when making 
its decision. 
 

A grant is any payment made by the Council to an organisation for a 
specific purpose that will benefit the Parish, or residents of the Parish; 
and which is not directly controlled or administered by the Council. The 
Council awards grants, at its discretion, to organisations which can 
demonstrate a clear need for financial support to achieve an objective 
which will benefit the Parish by: 
 
▪ Improving recreation/sports 
▪ Enhancing the quality of life 

 

▪ Providing a service  
▪ Improving the environment 

Locking Parish Council will not normally award grants to:  
• Private individuals, 
• Commercial organisations, 
• Purposes for which there is a statutory duty upon other local or 

central government departments to fund or provide to “upward 
funders”. (i.e. local groups where funding is redistributed by a 
remote HQ), 

• Political parties, 
• Religious organisations, unless for a purpose which does not 

discriminate on grounds of belief. 
 
One application for a grant will normally be considered from an 
organisation in any one financial year. 
 
The Parish Council will not make ongoing commitments to award grants 
in future years. A fresh application will be required each year. This will be 
at the discretion of the council. 
Grants will not be made retrospectively. 
 
For further details email admin@lockingparishcouncil.gov.uk 

https://plaistowandifold.org.uk/Media/General/Grant%20Awarding%20Policy%20March%202021.pdf


   

 

   

 

 



   

 

   

 

COMMUNITY DEFIBRILLATOR AND BLEED KIT 

 
The defibrillator (also known as an Automated 
External Defibrillator or AED) and Bleed Kit to stop 
blood loss are located in secure boxes by the entrance 
to Locking Parish Hall, BS24 8AR. What3Words: 
retrieves. Packets. host.  
 

The AED and Bleed Kit are available for use 24/7 to anyone in the vicinity 
who requires it, meaning that more people benefit from the presence of 
this device and lives could be saved. 
 
When you dial 999 the Ambulance Call Handler will ask a series of 
questions and should your patient require it, they will identify the nearest 
available defibrillator or bleed kit to you and give you access details. 
 
If you'd like to become a Defibrillator Guardian, please 
contact admin@lockingparishcouncil.gov.uk 

 

   
SWALES 
 
During the recent periods of heavy rain, the 
swales at the Old Banwell Road playing 
fields have effectively slowed and redirected 
surface water, helping to reduce pooling in 
the car park, on paths and easing pressure 
on nearby drains. 
 
These natural drainage features are 
designed to manage water sustainably, 
allowing it to soak gradually into the 
ground. It’s encouraging to see them making 
a positive difference to local flood resilience 
and overall drainage. 
    Swales at Old Banwell Road playing field 

mailto:admin@lockingparishcouncil.gov.uk


   

 

   

 

CAR PARK BOLLARDS 
 

Bollards have been installed around the Old Banwell Road car park to prevent 
vehicles from encroaching onto the surrounding grass areas and pedestrian 
paths. 

 
This improvement will help protect our valuable open green spaces from 
damage, particularly during wet weather when the ground is most vulnerable. 
It will also support the safety of children and families who use the paths, 
ensuring vehicles and pedestrians remain safely separated.  
 
 

MEMORIAL CHRISTMAS TREES 
 
The memorial Christmas trees have 
now been planted in Locking village 
park.  
 
These young trees have been given a 
permanent home where they can 
continue to grow and be enjoyed by 
the whole community. 
 
Thank you to Cllrs Jones, Schofield and 
Tremlett who planted them. 
 
 

Car park bollards 

Memorial Christmas Trees 



   

 

   

 

DOG BINS 
Several of our dog waste bins have been fitted with brand new lids, replacing 
the old ones that had become rusty and worn over time. These improvements 
should help keep our public spaces tidier, easier to use, and more pleasant for 
everyone. 
 
Thank you to our Parish Orderly, Mike, who removed the old fittings and 
installed the new lids. His hard work helps keep our Parish looking its best. 

 

PARK SLIDE 

Mike has also installed new safety matting beneath the slide in the village park 
and put down grass seed which we’re happy to see beginning to take root and 
grow. 

 

 

New slide matting Without matting 



   

 

   

 



   

 

   

 



   

 

   

  



   

 

   

 

PARKLANDS EDUCATE TOGETHER PRIMARY SCHOOL 

 
Back in December Parklands Educate 
Together Primary School was proud to 
receive an Equal Access Trophy for the 
inclusive way football opportunities for 
girls are offered across the school.  
 
Well done to all involved. 
 

 
1Trophy 

 
A big THANK YOU to everyone in the community who supported the school at 
the end of last year in the TESCO Stronger Starts programme.  

We are eagerly awaiting to see how many blue tokens were posted in our slot, 
but we know that we are guaranteed at least £500 to spend on enhancements 
for the playground! 
 
If you have been sorting your clothes after Christmas, please remember the 
PSA CLOTHES BANK. This is outside the children’s entrance and clean clothes, 
bags, belts and even soft toys are accepted.  All profits go to the Parent Staff 
Association to provide equipment for the children.  Thank you. 
 
Join us for a fun-filled EASTER TRAIL at Parklands Educate Together Primary 
School on 

Saturday 28 March 

 
Open to the whole community, this family-friendly event promises lots of 
Easter fun, refreshments and crafts. All money raised will go towards the PSA 
to support new school equipment. We look forward to seeing you there and 
thank you for supporting our event! 



   

 

   

   



   

 

   

 

LOCKING PRIMARY SCHOOL  
 
While the rain has continued to fall since the start of 2026, the 
Locking family remains a warm, busy and exciting place to be! 

 
We were delighted to receive a letter from the Education Secretary Bridgette 
Philipson naming us as one of the top performing schools nationally for 
disadvantaged pupils in 2024-2025. We are extremely proud of this recognition 
of our wonderful pupils and hardworking, dedicated staff team. 
 
We continue to be grateful for the generosity and support from our friends at St 
Augustine’s Church. Early next term our Year 5 and 6 classes will have a special 
visit of our local church as part of a local study in RE. Later in the term, Year 5 
have a visit to Wells Cathedral which has been generously subsided by our 
friends at St Augustine’s. This kindness, generosity and support is building 
important community links for our children – thank you to St Augustine’s! 
 
Our annual Easter Bonnet parade takes place on Wednesday 1st April 2026 at 
2pm throughout village. We would love to see some our local villagers out in 
their gardens or the park to support our children and Easter inspired creations! 
 
We are working hard to redevelop our lunch time provision through OPAL play. 
We are looking for donations to help us! If you are having a spring clean, please 
consider bringing your unwanted items for us into school. 



   

 

   

 

 



   

 

   

 

 

 

CRAFT CLUB 

  We are a friendly group who enjoy a natter while crafting. 
We meet on Monday mornings during term-time from 

10.00am – 12 noon in St Augustine’s Church Centre. 
 

We do various crafts including card making, pergamano, 
knitting, embroidery, and also have regular craft demonstrations 

which could introduce you to new crafts. 
 

We welcome new members. Please bring your 
own craft to start with. The cost is £2 per session 

to include tea/coffee and biscuits. 
 

For more information please call Eileen Begent 
on 01934 822050 or email eileen@begent.org 

mailto:eileen@begent.org


   

 

   

 

PARKLANDS SINGERS 
 
Do you enjoy singing? If so, do come along to see us at Parklands Singers. We 
are a group of adults who enjoy singing together, having fun and making 
new friends. You do not need to be able to read music and we welcome 
all singing abilities. We also enjoy leading ‘singalong sessions’ for groups 
of people who want to join in and sing with us.   
 
We meet on the first Wednesday of every month at Locking Parish Hall, 
Grenville Avenue, BS24 8AR from 7.30 – 9.15 pm. There is a small charge 
(£5) to cover costs, including light refreshments. Your first visit will be 
free, to give you a chance to come and see what we do with no 
obligation.  We laugh a lot, talk together and make new friends.  Do 
come along, we’d love to see you. 
 
Our next few sessions are Wednesdays - 4 March, 1 April, 6 May, 3 June 

 
For more information, contact Christine Hall on 01934 827686 or 

chris.rushall@gmail.com 
 

LOCKING SENIOR CLUB 
 

We are a group of Ladies that meet fortnightly on a Wednesday 
afternoon, 2-4pm, in the main hall of St. Augustine’s Church Centre. 
We enjoy friendship, with lots of chatting, quizzes and entertainment. 
If you would like to come along and try us out, you would receive a 
warm welcome.  
 

Members pay just £3 on the door, which includes refreshments and a 
raffle ticket. Our next few sessions are: 
 

April 1st, 15th and 29th 
May 13th and 27th 

 

We look forward to meeting you. For more information, contact 
Anthea on 01934 820255. 



   

 

   

 

info@carleatheatrearts.co.uk 
 

 

Carlea Theatre Arts provides a wide range of classes that welcome all 
abilities, from walking through to adults. Pupils from little stars upwards can 
perform in our regular shows we produce at the Playhouse Theatre. The next 
one is on 17th May. 
 

Pupils also have the opportunity to take graded examinations with the ISTD 
as well as medal exams with the UKA.  All teachers are highly qualified, DBS 
checked, first aid and safeguarding trained. Our current timetable at Locking 
Parish Hall is as follows: 
 

Monday: 10.00-10.45am Little starlets, 
from walking-preschool.  
 

Tuesday: from 6 years upwards 

4.30-5.00pm Body 
conditioning/flexibility 

5.00-5.45pm Acro 
 

Wednesday: 6-11 year olds 
4.30-5.15pm Contemporary dance 

11 years upwards 5.15-6.00pm and 
6.00-6.45pm contemporary dance. 
 

Saturday: 2.5 years and upwards. 

9.15-9.45am Little stars ballet 
9.50-10.20am Little stars Tap 

10.25-10.55am Little stars Ballet 
11.00-11.45am Pre Primary ballet 

11.50-12.20pm Pre Primary Tap 
12.30-1.15pm Primary Tap 

1.15-2.00pm Primary Ballet 
2.00-2.30pm Primary Modern 

 

 
At The Radio Wing (Locking Parklands): 
Thursdays: 5.00-5.45pm Grade 4 Modern  

5.45-6.30pm Grade 3 Ballet 
6.30-7.15pm Grade 3 Tap 
7.20-8.05pm Adult Tap 

8.05-8.50pm Adult Jazz 
 

Fridays: From 6 years and upwards: 
4.30-5.15pm Junior Street Dance  

5.15-6.00pm Intermediate street dance 
6.00-6.45pm Senior street dance 

6.45-7.30pm Senior Contemporary Dance 
 

Saturdays: 9.30-10.15am Grade 1 Tap 

10.15-11.00am Grade 1 Ballet 
11.00-11.45am Grade 2 Modern 

11.50-12.35pm Grade 2 Tap 
12.35-1.20pm Grade 3 Modern 

1.20-2.05pm Grade 2 Ballet 
 
Full timetable of classes is on our 
website: www.carleatheatrearts.co.uk 

  

mailto:info@carleatheatrearts.co.uk
http://www.carleatheatrearts.co.uk/


   

 

   

 

St AUGUSTINE’S CHURCH LOCKING 
News from your Parish Church 

 
Dear friends, I’m writing this whilst watching 

the final episode of The Traitors on the edge of my seat!  
You’ll be reading this a couple of weeks into Lent, but if you 
are missing The Traitors, the baddies of Lent and Easter could 
offer you an alternative fix of lies and deception! 
 
Lent begins with the Devil tempting Jesus in the desert, speaking with a 
smooth, convincing voice.  Likewise, successful Traitors are often compelling 
storytellers who gain the trust of others, manipulating them to enhance their 
game. 
 
On Palm Sunday elated crowds cheered for Jesus as he rode into Jerusalem.  
The crowds seemed faithful, but when the tide turned against Jesus, they 
condemned him and banished him.  There is a herd mentality around the 
Round Table, with players often deceived by persuasive voices or voting to 
protect themselves.   
 
Then there was the flaky player - Pontus Pilate - a cowardly traitor.  He knew 
Jesus was innocent but didn’t stick to his plan.  He turned against Jesus under 
the pressure of the crowd’s flawed, guilty, illogical preferential treatment of 
murderer Barabas.    
 
Judas was the secret inside traitor, handing over Jesus, his friend, to their 
enemies for thirty pieces of silver.  The Traitors shows how easily people are 
drawn to lying and betrayal for personal gain, whilst knowing what they are 
doing is wrong. 
 
Then there was the pain of broken trust.  Peter, Jesus’s closest friend, deserted 
and betrayed him when he needed him the most.  Peter was intimidated by 
the pressure; scared and emotionally flooded.  When the truth is known, The 
Traitors players are often devastated at wrongly dismissing a faithful 
contestant.    
 
In contrast to those around him Jesus was and is the ultimate faithful.  Jesus 
overcame temptation and was never disloyal or untruthful.  He put his trust in 

Rev Larissa Trust 



   

 

   

 

God rather than "gut feelings".  Jesus was not there to win the prize.  He was 
not afraid of being the target for traitors.  His gameplan was to offer us faithful 
friendship. 
 
If you would like to discover more about Jesus and whether he is trustworthy, 
join us at one of our services this Easter season– we’d love to see you!  Stay 
faithful, Larissa                                                             

 

10am Sunday 22nd March Church in the Centre  

10am Sunday 29th March Palm Sunday Morning Worship 

10am Friday 3rd April  Good Friday Reflective Service  

10am Sunday 5th April Easter Sunday Holy Communion   

10am Sunday 12th April Morning Worship  

10am Sunday 19th April Morning Worship in St Mary’s Hutton 

10am Sunday 26th April Church in the Centre 

 

ST AUGUSTINE’S LOCKING CHURCH OFFICE 
Contact the church office if you would like help, would like a visit or  

need some prayer or if you would like to receive our  
monthly ‘Stay Connected’ newsletter. 

The Church Office is by the Church Centre opposite the church 
Tel : 01934 822857 (Open Mon & Thurs 10.00am -2.00 pm) 

Email: huttonandlocking@gmail.com 
St Augustine’s Locking church website: www.staugustineslocking.org 

 for news, services and activities 
 

 
 

http://www.staugustineslocking.org/


   

 

   

 

           



   

 

   

 

 



   

 

   

 

 1st Locking and Hutton scout group 

A big thank you to all that came 
out to see the Santa float around 
the village. With over 100 young 
people out over the week with 
their leaders and group supporters 
and help from Mendip Activity 
Centre. 

 
Squirrels and beavers have been out in the villages learning about how 
villages started. And cubs have grown 30 marrows, pumpkins and courgettes 
in Locking. Trying new food groups to learn how they grow, more to come 
this year. 
 
Scouts is growing, with new faces to teach and learn new things and activities 
such as horse riding, climbing, shooting and just being outdoors with friends. 
 
What a year for the scout group, with the group still growing each year and 
lots planned for the year ahead. If you would like to help or find out about 
spaces, please contact Gareth Coombes, Group Lead volunteer on 
07494772223 or email Gareth.coombe@yahoo.co.uk  

 
 
 
 



   

 

   

 
 



   

 

   

 

Banwell Bowls 
Looking for something new this summer – come and try bowls at Banwell 
 

Banwell bowling green started out as a pond and paper 
mill. In 1850, the mill had closed and the site was 
acquired by Weston-super-Mare Waterworks and the 
spring was tapped for water supply.  In the 1920s the 
pond was drained and infilled to create the bowling 
green and the Bowling Club was formed in 1933.  It is 
unique in that it is the only L shaped bowling green you 

will come across. 
 

A lot has changed since then - bowls has become much more relaxed and 
inclusive.  It can be very competitive but is also great fun and very sociable. 
So come along and give it a try! 
 

The bowls season starts in April and from Monday 11th May we will have open 
sessions from 5pm.  Everyone is welcome to come and have a go. You just need 
to wear flat shoes and comfortable clothing – bowls and coaching are supplied 
and the bar will be open. If you like the game, membership of the club is cheap 
and simple. For more information, call Wendy (club secretary) on 07774 553145 
or visit our website banwellbowlingclub.co.uk 

 
 

Royal British Legion - Hutton, Oldmixon and Locking Branch 
 

First an update on the Poppy Appeal in 2025. Our Branch collected £18,426, 
whilst Weston super Mare Branch collected £48,874, between us we collected 
£67,300. 
 
We are urgently looking for a Poppy Appeal Organiser. This organiser does not 
have to be a member of the Royal British Legion (RBL). 
 
This year we plan to have a: Tombola Evening on Tues 12 May and Ploughmans 
Supper on Tues 8 Sept. Our Annual General Meeting will be on Tues 10 Nov. All 
will be in the Village Hall, Hutton, everyone will be welcome. 
 
Anyone who is interested in joining the Branch or becoming our Poppy Appeal 
Organiser should contact our Chair, Liz Brown, on 07508 114334 or 
158lizbrown@gmail.com 

Bowling Balls 

file:///C:/Users/kimwr/Bowling/Web%20site/2025/Committee/banwellbowlingclub.co.uk
mailto:158lizbrown@gmail.com


   

 

   

 

 

BANWELL GARDEN CLUB  
Looking back at 2025, Banwell Gardening Club had an exciting year, particularly 
helped by the lovely summer. All our meetings had interesting speakers and 
the last meeting was a social night of 70s / 80s music, with a bar, a quiz, a 
raffle and lots of dancing. 
 

St. Andrew's  Church in Banwell decided on a Christmas 
theme based on the Chronicles of Narnia. Lyn Ralph 
(Chair) and a friend, on behalf of the club took on the 
task of bringing The Lion, The Witch and The Wardrobe 
to life ready for the Banwell Primary School Carol 
Service. 
 

On 23rd April our speaker is Les Cloutman - Somerset 
Butterflies and Day Flying Moths and on 28th May Matthew Symonds - 
Gardening in Small Spaces. Visitors are welcome, cost £3.00 with refreshments 
included. 
Full membership is £10.00. Join on September 1st, enter the Horticultural 
Show and save money on our monthly meetings. We look forward to seeing 
you. 
 

 



   

 

   

  



   

 

   

  



   

 

   

 
 



   

 

   

 

  



   

 

   

 

 

DOORSTEP CALLERS 
Crime prevention advice 

 

• Never open the door to an unexpected caller until you’ve 
checked their identification – use a door chain or viewer, 
intercom, or a ‘smart’ doorbell. Genuine callers expect it.  

• Lock sheds / garages and any outbuildings, securing ladders, 
bikes, and any other property.  

• If you’re not sure, don’t open the door.  

• Consider outdoor lighting / CCTV / Doorbell Cameras.  

• If asked for water, consider turning off the supply to any 
outside taps.  

• Never agree to have work done or part with money on your 
doorstep and ideally get written quotes from at least two 
traders for any work. Always agree a start and finish date and 
agree a price before any work starts on your home.  

• If you are suspicious of a caller, tell us straight away – ring 
999 if you feel threatened or intimidated, otherwise call 101.  

• Store any high value items such as jewellery, passports, and 
cash in a properly secured and hidden safe or bank vault, 
away from doors, letterboxes & cat flaps.  

• Keep windows and doors secured if you’re not in the room and 
never keep large sums of money in the house.  

• If you see someone calling door-to-door, but only on frail or 
elderly neighbours, call 999 straight away.  

• Ask a trusted neighbour to help you deal with unexpected 
callers.  

• Look out for vulnerable and elderly neighbours and make sure 
they know what to do when they receive an unexpected caller.  

• Join Neighbourhood Watch.  
 
If you think you've been deceived, are concerned about a trader, 

or have any doubts call 101 or Citizens Advice consumer 
helpline: 0808 223 1133 or www.citizensadvice.org.uk 



   

 

   

 

What is a Village Agent? 
Village Agents are a friendly, local lifeline for people aged 50+ living in the 
rural communities of North Somerset. We’re here to help you stay 
independent, connected, and confident in your daily life — completely free 
of charge. 
 

Think of us as your go-to point of contact for reliable advice, practical 
support, and someone who genuinely cares. Whether you’re facing a small 
challenge or need a bit of extra guidance, we’re here to make things easier. 
 

How We Can Help 
 

We offer a confidential, personal service that can support you with a wide 
range of issues, including: 
 

• Staying independent at home – connecting you with social support or  services you 
may be eligible for 

• Understanding domiciliary care options 

• Finding local groups, clubs, and social activities 

• Support if you’re feeling isolated or lonely 

• Help with transport, including getting to medical appointments 

• Guidance on money matters and financial concerns 

• Assistance with forms, such as Attendance Allowance or Blue Badge applications 

• Advice on scams, unwanted callers, and staying safe 

• Support for general health and wellbeing 
 

We can chat over the phone, arrange a face-to-face home visit, or help you 
access other organisations when needed. 
 

And most importantly — your personal information is always kept 
confidential and securely protected, as required by law. 
 

Your local Village Agent is Sue Badger 07974  983042 or sue.badger@curo-
group.co.uk 

 
 
 

 

mailto:sue.badger@curo-group.co.uk
mailto:sue.badger@curo-group.co.uk


   

 

   

 

 



   

 

   

 

 



   

 

   

 

 
REPORTING ISSUES AND PROBLEMS 

WHAT IS THE ISSUE? WHO DEALS 
WITH IT? 

CONTACT DETAILS 

Fly tipping; flooding; pot holes; street 
lighting (other than the 26 pc-owned 
lamps); missed recycling; dog fouling, 
overgrown hedges 

NORTH 
SOMERSET 

COUNCIL 

www.n-somerset.gov.uk 

01934 888 888 

 

Anti-social behaviour, cold calling; 
scam; parking issues; speeding 

POLICE 101 

999 (IN AN EMERGENCY) 

Locking Parklands Residents can also 
contact Preim Ltd for any of the 
following: fly tipping; flooding; 
potholes; overgrown hedges causing 
obstruction 

PREIM Ltd Regional Customer Support Team 
helpdesk@Preim.co.uk 
24/7 Helpline: 01778 382210 

Locking Village: 26 PC owned street 
lights, dog & litter bins, street 
furniture, parish hall, park allotments 

LOCKING 
PARISH 

COUNCIL 

admin@lockingparishcouncil.gov.uk 

01934 820786 
 

http://www.n-somerset.gov.uk/
mailto:helpdesk@Preim.co.uk
mailto:admin@lockingparishcouncil.gov.uk


   

 

   

 

  



   

 

   

 

 
 
 

 

Your Councillors 
Cllr Paul Jones 
Chairman 

07928 680464 
paul.jones@lockingparishcouncil.gov.uk 

Cllr Mike Tremlett  
Vice-Chairman 

07435 969050 
mike.tremlett@lockingparishcouncil.gov.uk 

Cllr Bill Bearsby william.bearsby@lockingparishcouncil.gov.uk 

Cllr Carl Prosser carl.prosser@lockingparishcouncil.gov.uk 

Cllr Ian Hilder Ian.hilder@lockingparishcouncil.gov.uk 

Cllr Joe Smith Joe.smith@lockingparishcouncil.gov.uk 

Cllr Kimberly Shepherd kimberley.shepherd@lockingparishcouncil.gov.uk 

Cllr Paul Schofield paul.schofield@lockingparishcouncil.gov.uk 

Cllr Tess Poynton tess.poynton@lockingparishcouncil.gov.uk 

Cllr Wendy Ashdown wendy.ashdown@lockingparishcouncil.gov.uk 

 
Published by Locking Parish Council. 

Any views expressed by contributors to ‘Looking at Locking’ are not necessarily 

the views of the Parish Council nor are they endorsed by the Council 
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